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GEO 102- World Geography
          Social & Behavioral Sciences Department
Semester: Fall 2014
Course Description: This course includes a geographic analysis of the regions of the world, i.e., North and South America, Europe, Australia, Asia and Africa.  Diversity of each region is emphasized by examining its physical environment, natural resources, social, cultural, economic and political systems.
Prerequisite(s):

RDG 100 or ESL 100/ENG 032
Credit Hours:


3

Departmental Website:  
http://www.midlandstech.edu/sbs/  

Desire2Learn Login Page:  
https://elearn.midlandstech.edu/
Instructor:


Brian Grabbatin
Office:



208 Robinson Building, Airport Campus
Telephone:


822-3663
FAX:



822-3775
E-mail:

 

grabbatinb@midlandstech.edu 
Campus Mailbox:

214-A Robinson Building, Airport Campus
Departmental Assistant:
Jayne Harris (822-3292)
Department Chair: 

Shickre Sabbagha (sabbaghas@midlandstech.edu)
Class Schedule:

Mondays and Wednesdays 9:35am – 11:00am in Congaree Hall, Room 111
Office Hours:


Mondays & Wednesdays 12:45 – 2:00pm
Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:15 – 5:00pm
Or by appointment.
Required Textbook(s):

· World Regions in Global Context (5th Edition with Mastering Geography for D2L) ISBN# 9780133857634
Required Software: 
· Desire 2 Learn Compatibility: Go to the D2L log-in page. Click the link for a System Check before proceeding.
· Mastering Geography: Follow the instructions on the D2L course homepage to register for Mastering Geography. Register through our D2L homepage. If you purchased a use copy without an access code, you can purchase access through the D2L homepage by using the Pearson Online tab.
· Word Processing Software: You will need to view and upload files in (.docx and .pptx) format. If you do not have Microsoft Word, you can download and use a free copy of Open Office, which is the only other word processing software compatible with D2L. No other file types will be accepted.
Additional Requirements: 
· Technical Support: The instructor cannot and will not provide computer support for students. Use the Help! Button or MTC help desk for any technological problems: http://www.midlandstech.edu/onlinelearning/
General Education Core Competency Statement:  
This course meets the college’s general education core competency for Individual or Social Behavior: “Graduates should understand factors which influence behavior. They should recognize the complex and dynamic nature of human actions and experiences.”

Course Objectives: 
Upon completion of this course the student will be able to:

1. Explain and apply basic locational principles used in the field of Geography.

2. Explain the concept of region and regional approach used by geographers.

3. Describe the dominant landform and climate patterns across the world, and how they impact human activity.

4. Describe the basic patterns of human activity across the world and understand the basic economics, social, cultural, and political geography that give identity and character to these regions.

5. Locate on a world map the major regions; and on regional maps, the significant places within these regions.

6. Understand the historical geography of different regions and the major spatial variables associated with their development.

7. Gain an awareness of major current events occurring in these realms and regions, and their understanding through the analysis of geographic variables.

Course Outcomes and Competencies:

· Intended Course Outcome:  Students will develop comprehensive knowledge of the geographical patterns and factors that influence human behavior and activity both regionally and globally.

· Course Competency:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between physical environments/natural resources and the cultural, historical, political and economic features both regionally and globally.
· Performance Measurement Instrument: Students will complete a final research project detailing the environmental, political-economic, and socio-cultural geography of a selected global commodity.  
COURSE ATTENDANCE:
 

There is NO such thing as an excused absence in this course. All students are required to attend at least 85% of their

regularly scheduled classes.  The maximum number of allowable absences during a 14-week semester is four (4). Five
(5) absences will result in a withdrawal from the course.
· Absences and Tardies: Absences and tardies are counted from the first day of semester classes until the final class meeting. The instructor will take roll at the start of each class. Any students not in the classroom at that time will be marked “absent.” Students who arrive after roll call must see the instructor immediately after class to be marked as tardy.  Any students leaving before the end of class will be marked as tardy. Two (2) tardies is equal to one absence.
· Late Registration: Students who add this course after the semester begins will be counted absent for any days missed and are responsible for completing missed assignments within one week of their original due date. 
· Withdrawals: If any student accrues 5 absences before midterm, a "W" will be recorded.  If the student accrues 5 absences after midterm, the student will receive a "W" if they are passing or "WF" if they are failing the course.
LATE WORK POLICY: 
There is NO such thing as late or make-up work in this class. The due dates listed on the course calendar indicate the final day for receiving credit. If you miss an assignment because you are tardy, absent, or if you do not submit your work by the date posted on the course calendar, you will receive a zero (0).
CLASSROOM RULES: 

· Electronic Devices Are Not Permitted For Use in This Classroom.  These devices must be kept out of sight from the moment class begins until dismissal, unless the instructor has requested you use them for an in-class activity.
· Be Respectful and Considerate. Talking without raising your hand, sleeping, whispering, packing up before class ends, or using electronics during class is disrespectful to the instructor and inconsiderate to other students. 
· Email Etiquette: Use your MTC or D2L account to email the instructor. Always include the class, section number, and a subject. Always include a greeting, complete sentences, and a signature. An instructor will respond within 24-hours. Weekends, holidays, and college closings do not count in the 24-hour period.
COURSE STRUCTURE AND EVALUATION:
· In-Class Assignments (20%)
In-class assignment grades come from pop-quizzes and group activities. In order to do well on these assignments, you need to read the articles, listen to the podcasts, and complete the web-research listed on the course calendar. All documents, links, and instructions are posted on D2L. 

· When assigned to read articles or listen to podcasts, answer the questions posted on D2L and write down any additional questions/details you think are important. This will ensure that you do well on pop quizzes. 
· The regional research assignments are the starting point for in-class group work. You must show up to class with evidence (notes, printouts) that you are prepared to contribute to group discussions.  If you do not, you will receive a 0 and will not be able to participate in the assignment for that day.
· Mastering Geography Assignments (10%)
For each of the world regions we discuss in class, you will complete a series of mapping assignments posted in the Pearson Mastering Geography tool on D2L. These assignments will require you to use their textbook as an atlas to answer questions about locations and spatial patterns in each world region.
· Research Project (25%)
This semester you will research the historical, environmental, political, economic, and cultural geography of a global commodity. Over the course of the semester you will participate in several in-class research and writing workdays, write an annotated bibliography, write 4 short research papers, and create a group presentation to share with the class. Detailed instructions are posted on D2L. 
· Exams (45%)
Three Exams will cover the lectures, assigned readings, and in-class discussions. Use the Study Guides at the end of each lecture to prepare. All students must complete these exams at one of the Midlands Technical College Academic Assessment Centers. The exams will be available for 3 days, giving each student one regularly scheduled class period and two additional days to complete the exam.
· Extra Credit Assignment (+3%)
National Geographic photographer Jodi Cobb is coming to campus on Tuesday November 18th. She will give a free lecture on Airport Campus during the day and a ticketed presentation at Harbison Theater in the evening. You can earn 1 percentage point towards your final grade by attending (and presenting proof) that you attended one of these lectures. You can earn an additional 2 percentage points towards your final grade by completing the photojournalism assignment posted on D2L.
GRADING SCALE:  
A= (100-90%), B= (89-80%), C= (79-70%), D= (69-60%), F= (59-0%)

All grades will be entered and averaged in the D2L gradebook.  Detailed results of your Mastering Geography assignments and instructor feedback on written assignments will be available on D2L after the due date has passed. 

HOW TO SUCCEED: 

· Time & Effort: Students who want to earn an “A” should complete all assigned readings before class, attend all class meetings, take notes and ask questions during class, study for each exam, commit time and effort to completing all assignments on time, and turn in extra credit to ensure success. 

· Help: I want you to succeed in this course. If you are concerned about your grade or would like to discuss any class materials, please stop by during office hours.  I also encourage you to utilize the following campus resources:

· MTC Library: for help with research.

· Academic Success Center: to see a writing tutor or develop better study and reading skills.

· Counseling and Career Services: for help with learning disabilities or personal issues.

· Student Services: for help with career or degree planning.

· Veterans Services: for help with VA financial issues or counseling needs. 

· Syllabus Policies are Non-Negotiable: These policies are designed to treat all students equally and fairly.  I do not respond to requests for extensions, extra absences, or additional points.
	UNIT 1: THINKING GLOBALLY

	DATES
	TOPIC
	HOMEWORK & ASSIGNMENTS DUE

-All readings, links, and assignment instructions posted on D2L. 

-Read and turn in assignments on D2L by the start of class. 

	Monday 

August 25
	INTRODUCTION TO GEOGRAPHY
(Chapter 1: 2-7 & 34-40)
	

	Wednesday

August 27
	ENVIRONMENTAL GEOGRAPHY

(Chapter 1: 12-22)
	· Online Activity: Footprint Quiz (upload results to D2L Dropbox)
· Book Excerpt: Shadow Ecologies

	Labor Day 
No Classes September 1

	Wednesday September 3
	ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY

(Chapter 1: 23-31)
	· Podcasts: See D2L for details

	Monday

September 8
	POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY
(Chapter 1: 31-34)
	· Online Article: Globalization 101: International Law

	Wednesday September 10
	EXAM 1
	· No class meeting. Take exam at Academic Assessment Center.

	
	
	


	UNIT 2: REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY

	DATES
	TOPIC
	HOMEWORK & ASSIGNMENTS DUE

-All readings, links, and assignment instructions posted on D2L. 

-All readings and assignments due by the start of class.

	Monday
	EUROPE

(Chapter 2: 58-62)
	· Book Excerpt: Rise of the West?

	Wednesday
	EUROPE 

(Chapter 2: 62-65)
	· Mastering Geography: Chapter 2 Mapping Assignments due

	Monday 

September 22
	EUROPE

(Chapter 2: 65-72) 
	· Podcast: Continental Break-up

	Wednesday 

September 24
	RESEARCH WORKSHOP
	· Research Project: Project Start-Up Worksheet
· Class will meet in Airport Campus Library

	Monday 

September 29
	RUSSIAN FEDERATION, CENTRAL ASIA, & 

THE TRANSCAUCASUS

(Chapter 3: 102-108)
	· Mastering Geography: Chapter 3 Mapping Assignments due

	Wednesday October 1
	RUSSIAN FEDERATION, CENTRAL ASIA, & 

THE TRANSCAUCASUS
(Chapter 3: 108-115)
	· News Article: End of the U.S.S.R.

	Monday 

October 6
	RUSSIAN FEDERATION, CENTRAL ASIA, & 

THE TRANSCAUCASUS
(Chapter 3: 108-115)
	· Regional Research: See D2l for Details

	Wednesday

October 8
	MIDDLE EAST 

& NORTH AFRICA

(Chapter 4: 131-143)
	· Mastering Geography: Chapter 4 Mapping Assignments due
· Research Project: Annotated Bibliography Due

	Fall Break 

No Classes October 13-14

	Wednesday

October 15
	MIDDLE EAST & 

NORTH AFRICA
(Chapter 4: 143-157)
	· Journal Article: Understanding the Revolutions of 2011

	Monday 

October 20
	MIDDLE EAST 

& NORTH AFRICA

(Chapter 5: 171-172)
	· Podcast: The Promise of the Arab Spring 

· Regional Research: See D2L for details

	Wednesday 

October 22
	EXAM 2
	· No class meeting. Take exam at Academic Assessment Center.


	UNIT 3: GLOBAL INTERDEPENDENCE

	DATES
	TOPIC
	HOMEWORK & ASSIGNMENTS DUE
-All readings, links, and assignment instructions posted on D2L. 

-All readings and assignments due by the start of class.

	Monday
	SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

(Chapter 6: 187-207)
	· Book Excerpt: Taking it all Apart

	Wednesday

October 29
	SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

(Chapter 6: 212-217)
	· Mastering Geography: Chapter 6 Mapping Assignments due

	Monday 

November 3
	SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

(Chapter 6: 217-219)
	· Online Video: Interview with Amartya Sen
· Regional Research: See D2L for details 

	Wednesday

November 5
	WRITING 
WORKSHOP
	· Research Project: Writing Tutor Report due

· Research Project: Peer Review of Rough Draft

	Monday 

November 10
	LATIN AMERICA 

& THE CARIBBEAN
(Pgs. 237-240 & 279-283)
	· Book Excerpt: Columbus, the Indians, and Human Progress

	Wednesday 

November 12
	LATIN AMERICA 

& THE CARIBBEAN
(Pgs. 283 - 289)
	· Mastering Geography: Chapter 7 Mapping Assignments due

	Monday 

November 17
	LATIN AMERICA 

& THE CARIBBEAN

(Pgs. 292 & 299 - 301)
	· Journal Article: The Struggle for Clean Drinking Water
· Regional Research: See D2L for details

	Wednesday

November 19
	ASIA: HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY

 (Pgs. 315-321, 357-362 

& 397-402)
	· Mastering Geography: Chapter 8-10 Mapping Assignments

	Monday

November 24
	ASIA: POLITICAL ECONOMY

(Pgs. 321-329 & 362-366 

& 403-406)
	· Journal Article: Comparing the Rise of India and China  

	Thanksgiving Holidays

No Classes 26-29

	Monday 

December 1
	OCEANIA
(Pgs. 441-454 & 428-429)
	· Mastering Geography: Chapter 11 Mapping Assignments due
· Research Project:  Research Papers Due

	Wednesday December 3
	EXAM 3
	· No class meeting. Take exam at Academic Assessment Center.

	Monday

December 8
	PRESENTATION WORKSHOP
	· Bring laptops to class

	December 15 

8:00-10:00am
	RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS
	· Research Project: Group Presentations 



   Academic Affairs Student Guidelines and Expectations
MTC Student Handbook: 

Students are expected to read the MTC Student Handbook and abide by its policies.  You can find the handbook online at http://www.midlandstech.edu/handbook/; copies are also available at various locations on campus.  Some of the more important handbook policies that impact your academic success are listed below.
Academic Integrity: 

The students of MTC have adopted the following Honor Code:
As a member of the Midlands Technical College community, I will adhere to the college’s Student Code. I will act honorably, responsibly, and with academic integrity and honesty. I will be responsible for my own academic work and will neither give nor receive unauthorized or unacknowledged aid. I will behave courteously to all members of the MTC community and its guests and will respect college property and the property of others.

· The Student Code (Appendix I of the MTC Student Handbook) defines academic dishonesty, which includes, but is not limited to, cheating on tests, plagiarism, collusion, and falsification. Such actions will result in discipline. 

· Cheating on tests includes: 

· Copying from another student’s paper.

· Copying or presenting someone else’s work as your own. 

· Using unauthorized materials during a test. 

· Collaborating with any other person during a test without permission. 

· Knowingly obtaining, using, buying, or selling in whole or part the contents of any test. 

· Bribing any other person to obtain information about tests. 

· Substituting for another student, or permitting another student to substitute for you. 

· Plagiarism is taking another person’s work and using it without giving the source credit in any graded assignment.

· The use of cell phones or other portable electronic devices for purposes of academic dishonesty in any form is strictly prohibited; students who violate this policy will be subject to the disciplinary procedures and sanctions outlined in the Student Code.

· For more information about academic dishonesty, see the Student Code.  

Class Attendance and Participation: 

Students are responsible for meeting all attendance and participation requirements outlined in each course syllabus.  
Portable Electronic Devices: 

Cell phones and other portable electronic devices may be used in classrooms only for maintaining access to MTC Alerts!, the college’s emergency notification system. Other uses of portable electronic devices (for example, leaving class to make or receive phone calls, sending or reading text messages, accessing the internet, taking pictures or videos, listening to music, etc.) will be considered disruptive activities, and the student will be subject to disciplinary action.
Student Email Accounts (MyMTC Email):

· All MTC students are assigned a college email account called MyMTC Email. For access, follow the link on the Enrolled Students page or go to http://www.midlandstech.edu/myemail. 

· MyMTC Email is the primary way the college communicates with students. You are responsible for checking your college email regularly for important information and announcements about registration, financial aid, cancelled classes, emergencies, etc. 

· Students can use their college email accounts to communicate with faculty, staff, fellow students, and others, as well as to maintain personal calendars and task lists.

· In addition to using MyMTC Email, students may also be required to communicate with instructors through Desire 2 Learn (D2L, the college-wide learning management system), or through course-specific software, such as MyMathLab.

MyMTC: 

The college conducts business with students through MyMTC, which provides many services and resources, including access to transcripts, grades, and program evaluations; information about financial aid status; and how to search and register for courses. To access MyMTC, follow the link on the Enrolled Students page or go to http://mymtc.midlandstech.edu.   

Children on Campus: 

Children are generally not permitted on campus except for special events.  Children are not permitted in classes, labs, or advisors’ offices.  Children can never be left unattended on campus, including in the library, the Academic Success Center, or parking lots.  
Inclement Weather Policy:

· If weather conditions or other emergencies cause the college to close or open late, announcements will be made over local radio and TV stations, on the MTC website, and on the college’s information line (803-738-8324).

· Notices will be sent to students via MyMTC Email and MTC Alerts! when applicable.

· Check for separate announcements for day and evening classes because weather conditions can change during the day.

· Inclement weather schedules:  In standard non-lab and non-clinical classes, if the college closing or reopening means that there is at least 30 minutes of a class remaining, plan to attend that class. For example, if the college opens at 10 a.m., classes that normally meet at 8 a.m. will not meet, but classes that normally begin at 9:35 a.m. will begin at 10 a.m. Similarly, if the college closes at 8 p.m., 6 p.m. classes will meet for their regular time, but 7:35 p.m. classes will not meet.

· Check your syllabus for specific information about the inclement weather policy for that course.

Campus Emergency Protocol:

· To report safety concerns or suspicious activities, call Campus Security at 7850 (on campus) or 738-7850 (cell phone or off campus). 

· To report a security emergency, call Campus Security at 738-7199 or dial local 911 immediately.

· The college also provides emergency call boxes; look for these red call boxes in or near parking lots on all campuses.

· If a college-wide emergency occurs, the college will communicate additional information and instructions in a number of ways, including the MTC Information Centers, campus loud speakers, MyMTC Email, the MTC website, and MTC Alerts! To sign up for MTC Alerts! and receive emergency notifications on your cell phone, go to: http://www.midlandstech.edu/Phone_Alert.htm.

Student Evaluation of Instruction:

Toward the end of the semester, students will be encouraged to participate in evaluating their courses. You can complete this confidential evaluation through MyMTC using your username and password. Announcements will be made during the term concerning how and when to complete the online evaluation.

Students Requiring Special Accommodations:

· The staff of Counseling and Career Services works to ensure that all educational programming and services are accessible to otherwise qualified students with disabilities. If you have a concern regarding the accessibility of websites, instructional materials, online courses and other electronic or information technology please contact Counseling and Career Services. It is the student's responsibility to self-disclose as a student with a disability and to request accommodations prior to beginning a program or course. Please contact the staff of Counseling and Career Services at 803-822-3505 (AC) or 803-738-7636 (BC) or via email at disability@midlandstech.edu if you have any questions or concerns.
· If a student with a disability requires special accommodations, the student should go to Counseling Services in the Student Center on Beltline or Airport Campus for assistance. Documentation regarding a specific disability is required in order for special arrangements to be made. All information received will remain confidential.  

· For more information, follow the Disability Resource Centers link under Online Resources on the Enrolled Students page. 
